THIS patient was referred to me for X-ray treatment by Dr. Abraham, who tells me he has seen five similar cases in adults. The question arises, particularly after our seeing the case which Dr. Little has just shown, as to what the treatment should be. She has asked for X-ray treatment, and I was prepared to adopt this method. The case, however, seems to be improving a great deal under the present treatment with ointment, and my experience, in the few cases I have seen in adults, is that the condvition clears up in them more quickly than in children. Another important point is whether there is more risk in X-raying the scalp of a patient of this age than that of a child. I have applied the rays to a certain number of cases of alopecia areata in adults and the hair has returned satisfactorily, at any rate on the places not affected by the alopecia. I have not yet had an opportunity of making cultures, but under the microscope there is a stained specimen of a hair showing small-spored fungus, and Dr. Abraham says when he saw her, the top and sides of the scalp were a mass of stumps.
DISCUSSION.
The PRESIDENT: I fully agree with Dr. Dore's diagnosis and views of the case. It would be instructive to know whether he has been able to trace the source of infection. Although admittedly rare in practice, I have no doubt that this disease is occasionally overlooked owing to the erroneous impression among many that "ringworm" does not occur on the adult scalp.
Dr. DORE (in reply): The patient attributes the disease to handling dirty pay-books, which the soldiers often carried in their caps, in an Army Pay Office about three months ago, but that is scarcely a likely source of infection. There appears to be no definite history of infection from animals, although there was a suspected cat in the house, which was examined and found to be healthy. An interesting point concerns the duration of the disease, some authorities maintaining that these are really undiagnosed cases which have persisted from childhood. There is evidence that this was not so here, because the patient consulted Dr. Adamson five or six years ago for loss of hair, and his diagnosis was seborrhcea of the scalp.
